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2017 Membership 

Lisa M. O’Neill, Chair – Tucson, AZ 

Becky Brimhall, Vice Chair – Scottsdale, AZ  

George A. Evanoff, Secretary – Tucson, AZ 

Bob Roth – Phoenix, AZ 

C.T. Wright – Fountain Hills, AZ 

David Spelich – Fountain Hills, AZ 

Deborah Hankerd – Tombstone, AZ 

Diane Joens – Cottonwood, AZ 

*Doyle Meredith – Prescott Valley, AZ 

*Melinda Preston – Tempe, AZ 

Steve B. Wagner – Phoenix, AZ  

Trudy W. Schuett – Yuma, AZ 
 
*partial year service 

 
Authorization 
 
The Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging is authorized by legislation (A.R.S. §§ 46-
183 & 46-184) to “advise the Governor, Legislature and all State Departments which the 
Council deems necessary on all matters and issues relating to aging, including the 
administration of the State Plan on Aging.”  In accordance with the state statute, the 
Council is comprised of 15 members appointed by the Governor.  To ensure 
comprehensive representation, the members come from various geographic, cultural, 
professional, and personal backgrounds relevant to the issues facing older Arizonans.   
 
Arizona has also designated the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging as its State 
Advisory Council on Aging, as set forth in the federal Older Americans Act of 1965, as 

 
Established by state law in 
1980, the Governor's Advisory 
Council on Aging (GACA) is a 
statewide body of fifteen 
members appointed by the 
Governor to serve three-year 
terms.   

 
Purpose:   to advise the 
Governor, Legislature and all 
State Departments which the 
Council deems necessary on 
all matters and issues relating 
to aging, including the 
administration of the State 
Plan on Aging.  

 
Mission:  to enhance the 
quality of life for older 
Arizonans. 
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amended (45 CFR §1321.47).  In accordance with federal regulations, more than 50 
percent of the appointed members must be at least 60 years of age and include: (1) 
persons with greatest economic or social need, and (2) participants under the Older 
American Act.   In this role as the State Advisory Council, the body advises the federally 
designated State Unit on Aging, the Division of Aging and Adult Services (DAAS), on 
the development and implementation of the State Plan on Aging.  See Appendix A for 
Council overview.     
 
Compliance with Statutory Purpose 
 
As required by federal law, the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging works with the 
DES Division of Aging and Adult Services to monitor the administration of the State Plan 
on Aging.  DAAS staff provided updates, answered questions and discussed progress 
at 2017 GACA meetings. As requested by the Council, the reporting included updates 
on the transition of Aging 2020 state agency partners to the work of the State Plan on 
Aging.  The Council supports the goal of this transition to avoid duplication of effort and 
enhance efficiencies between departments and agencies working to improve the lives of 
older Arizonans.   
 
2017 By the Numbers 
 
30 public meetings 
Provided information and education on latest issues in aging  
 
22 issues of the Legislative Update  
Distributed to 9,406 total contacts 
 
573+ hours of members’ volunteer time 
Dedicated to GACA activities and community outreach  
 
1 Bipartisan Work Group that grew into the first Senior Caucus  
Delivered logistical support for 4 Caucus meetings - 35 Legislators and 244 Community 
Stakeholders    
 
4 Regional Senior Action Days  
Ensured 39 legislators and local officials heard directly from their constituents about 
aging concerns    
 
7 Marketing/Outreach efforts  
Engaged with more than 305 contacts   
 
1 Dementia Friends session  
Assisted 21 people in becoming Dementia Friends  
 
Sponsored Western Arizona Council of Governments (WACOG), Area Agency on 
Aging Region IV’s Virtual Dementia Tour® for Pinal and Gila Counties   

https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/appendixa_gaca_0.pdf
https://des.az.gov/sites/default/files/media/Arizona_State_Plan_on_Aging_2015-2018_Complete_Package%5B1%5D.pdf
https://des.az.gov/sites/default/files/media/Arizona_State_Plan_on_Aging_2015-2018_Complete_Package%5B1%5D.pdf
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Invited law enforcement, fire fighters and emergency responders, legislators, local 
policy makers, community health partners and aging related service providers from 54 
agencies in Pinal and Gila counties; 40 individual tours offered by WACOG’s certified 
trainers.   
 
In compliance with a legislative mandate, the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging 
must have specific activities focused on Alzheimer’s disease and related disorders.  
This is accomplished through tracked legislation, sponsoring the virtual dementia 
experiences and supporting the work of the Arizona Alzheimer’s Task Force.  
 
2018 Priorities 
 
Overall objectives of the Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging include: 

 Advance efforts to prevent/respond to elder abuse, neglect or exploitation 

 Assist with the Senior Caucus 

 Support efforts to educate on Advance Directives 

 Advocate for long-term services and supports / home and community-based 
services as cost-effective ways to keep older Arizonans aging in place in their 
community of choice (Year 2 of 2) 

 Sponsor 1 to 5 Virtual Dementia Tours at $2,000 each for Year 2 of 3-Year 
objective (collaborate with Western Arizona Council of Governments/WACOG) 

 Endorse Dementia Friends by offering a session at a GACA meeting or event 

 Promote Arizona Falls Prevention Coalition and Regional Chapter information 
and resources by scheduling update presentation 

 Educate on workforce development 

 Report on Technology – Aging2.0  

 Sponsor one to five educational events (Year 2 of 2) 

 Hold an Open Meeting Law training 

 Invite the Arizona Commission for the Deaf and the Hard of Hearing to present 
latest information and research 

 Include conflict of interest, customer service, the importance of community 
partners and other topics of education provided to GACA members during new 
member orientation and annual training opportunities 
 

The Council’s 2018 objectives and planned action steps were developed in alignment 
with priorities of the Governor outlined in the Arizona Management System 
Fundamentals Map.  See Appendix B for the complete list.    
 

Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging 
1700 West Washington Street, Suite 240 

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 
Phone:  602-542-4710 

Fax:  602-542-4774 
Email:  gaca@az.gov 

https://ams.az.gov/sites/default/files/media/Governor%27s%20Fundamentals%20Map%20111416.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/appendixb_2018gacaobjectives_0.pdf
mailto:gaca@az.gov

