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This year was one of the most successful legislative sessions in Arizona’s
history. Governor Ducey signed 445 bills into law, 403 of which passed
with bipartisan support. Through these bills, we modernized our tribalstate gaming compact amendment, expanded telehealth coverage
around our state, improved access to higher education by allowing
community colleges to grant four-year degrees and more.

2021 SESSION OVERVIEW

The Legislature capped off one of the longest sessions in state history—
spanning 171 days by passing a historic budget that makes significant
investments in Arizona, all while delivering historic tax relief for Arizonans.
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The largest tax reform package in state history cuts income taxes for
every single Arizonan and protects small businesses from a 77.7% tax
increase. Arizona will now have the lowest flat tax in the country at 2.5%.
This package also prioritizes our veterans by
eliminating the tax on their pensions, chips
“With resilience and
away at our commercial property taxes and
compassion, we move
encourages charitable giving.

forward, allowing nothing
to get in our way, and
showing in the end the
best kind of unity there is
– the unity of caring about
one another.”
-Governor Doug Ducey
•

•
•
•
•

•

“

DUCEY ACCOMPLISHES ‘21 LEGISLATIVE

Ducey also sought to cut taxes Sign
once again and did just that was ing the budget, Ducey said,
when he signed the budget in than more challenging in 2021
June, solidifying the biggest tax gov it was in his first years as
ernor.
cut in state history.
“In that first year when we had
He told Capitol Times that tax a billi
cut is part of why he thinks a lot on-dollar deficit, that’s
2021 will go down as his most nob easier to budget because
successful session over his seven thatody’s going to get anything
they want, it’s all about
years so far.
tough decisions,” he said in a

GOALS

July 14 interview.

“Tightening the belt and mov
along so the economy can gro
starting the session with a
billion surplus, on top of
pandemic and recession, allow
everyone to come in with a
do list and a list of needs th
they would want. I had my ow
list and at the end we were ab

And the best part is, the budget accomplishes
these tax cuts all while making significant
investments in our state. As a result of our
growing state and booming economy, we’re
seeing record revenues, and we’re investing
those dollars in things that matter: K-12
education, transportation projects, debt buydown, tax relief and more. Here are some
highlights from this year’s budget:

Per pupil spending for K-12 education is now at its highest level ever.
An additional $371 million above and beyond inflation was added to
the K-12 budget, bringing total state spending on K-12 to an historic
$6.3 billion.
Higher education will receive an additional investment of $140
million, including large investments in our community colleges.
Nearly 90% of the state’s General Fund debt is being paid off,
providing long-term savings for Arizona taxpayers.
The investment of a billion dollars in our state’s public safety pensions
drastically improves the funded status of this system, ultimately
protecting our law enforcement and correctional officers.
Arizona policymakers established for the first time an aggressive
proactive strategy for the management of our forests to limit the
impact of wildfires, utilizing the benefit of inmate labor, which will
have benefits for the long-term employability of these individuals
and reduce recidivism.
The budget sets a new record in the amount of General Fund
support for roads and bridges across the state.
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NATURAL RESOURCES
Wildfire Mitigation Program

Arizona Surface Water Protection Program

This year’s wildfire season was devastating.
Arizona communities evacuated, homes were
destroyed and people were forced to leave
belongings behind. More needed to be done to
combat these wildfires and their damage to our
communities.

Water has been one of Governor Ducey’s top
priorities since taking office, and this legislative
session, he took new actions to prepare for a
drier future. The Governor signed historic water
protection legislation that ensures the protection
of nearly 800 Arizona streams, lakes and rivers,
which are critical for drinking, fishing and
In June, the Governor called a legislative special recreation.
session to provide much-needed resources to
communities affected by this wildfire season
and any future wildfires. Governor Ducey and
the state Legislature partnered to invest $100
million in wildfire prevention and relief efforts.
This investment will help combat and prevent
wildfires, equip firefighters and communities with
crucial resources and prepare for aftereffects
such as flooding.
Governor Ducey also signed the Wildfire
Mitigation Program-a key part of the Healthy
Forest Initiative. This program expands on a
long-standing partnership between the Arizona
Department of Forestry and Fire Management
and the Arizona Department of Corrections,
Rehabilitation, and Reentry to utilize inmate work
crews to conduct hazardous vegetation removal
and clear the forest floor of harmful debris. On
top of that, our initiative aims to reduce recidivism
by giving state inmates the opportunity to learn
job skills for employment upon release.
In March, Governor Ducey had the pleasure of
meeting with Krista Countryman, who is a great
example of what this bill represents. Krista found
redemption and a new life in joining Perryville’s
inmate fire crew. It put her on a path to provide
for her daughter and herself once she served her
sentence. Krista is one of many stories of former
inmates in Arizona who have had their lives
transformed by this service.
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HEALTHCARE
Expanding Telehealth

Newborn Screening Program

This past year, we saw just how important it
was to have reliable access to health care.
Arizona led the way in offering innovative
solutions to ensure citizens maintained access
to health care no matter the circumstance. This
session, the Governor and the state Legislature
worked together to make pandemic-era health
innovations permanent through legislation.
During the pandemic, the Governor issued an
Executive Order to expand telehealth coverage
across Arizona. Through legislation, this policy will
remain. Arizona continues to lead on innovative
health policies, as we became one of the first in
the nation to allow telehealth services across state
lines. On top of that, the new policy also provides
payment parity for telehealth services to ensure
providers can make the critical infrastructure
investments needed to make telehealth services
successful for patients and providers.

The Governor and state Legislature invested $6
million ongoing to increase the number of tests
on the newborn screening panel from 31 to 61,
ensuring Arizona is protecting newborn babies.
The change to the program requires the Arizona
Department of Health Services to include all
congenital disorders—both core and secondary
conditions—on the Recommended Uniform
Screening Panel.

Provider Rate Increases to Protect Vulnerable
Individuals
This year’s budget includes a $30 million
investment for increased provider rates for
those serving Arizonans. This critical investment
will go toward providers who work with the
Developmental Disabilities Division (DDD), the
Elderly and Physically Disabled (EPD), and the
Area Agencies on Aging (AAA).
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Ban on Vaccine Passports
This year, Governor Ducey took additional action
to fight government overreach and protect
individual freedoms. In April, he issued an Executive
Order banning vaccine passports and prohibiting
state and local governments from requiring
Arizonans to provide their COVID-19 vaccination
status to receive service or enter an area. While
Arizona encourages citizens to get vaccinated,
the Governor believes that this decision should
be left up to the individual-not the government.
This year, the state legislature codified this
important policy into permanent law. The new
law prohibits the state, city, town or county from:
establishing a COVID-19 “vaccine passport”;
requiring any individual to be vaccinated for
COVID-19; and requiring a business to obtain
proof of the COVID-19 vaccination status of any
patron. The law also requires employers to make
reasonable accommodations for employees
that cannot take the COVID-19 vaccine due to
religious beliefs.
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM
Fines and Fees Reform

Good Moral Character

Currently in Arizona, approximately 31,000
driver licenses are suspended for failure to pay
a fee. This session, the Governor and the state
Legislature enacted policies to end the practice
of suspending a license for failure to pay a fee
alone. Instead, the policy will give judges the
discretion to waive civil traffic penalties if there
is a demonstrated hardship. Drivers will still be
responsible for paying fines or fees issued by the
courts, but they will not lose driving privileges
because of it. This is an important policy change
to help people get back to work and back on
their feet after paying their debt to society, while
still ensuring that necessary fees and fines get
paid back.

In April, the Governor signed legislation which
will help Arizonans with criminal convictions seek
and receive a state credential such as a license
or certificate. This bill encourages individuals with
prior convictions to seek careers that require an
occupational license by ensuring a state agency
or board can’t determine an individual’s moral
character based on a prior criminal conviction.
This bill also defined the term “moral turpitude”
that is widely seen throughout Arizona Revised
Statutes and provides clarity to state agencies
and boards. This bill builds on the Governor’s
goal to open doors and provide Arizonans with
second chances.

Reducing Recidivism, Extending the Prison
Transition Program
In April, the Governor signed legislation which
extends Arizona’s Prison Transition Program until
2030. Since the program’s inception in the early
2000s, it has seen strong success in reducing
recidivism and helping those who have served
their time to effectively transition back into
society.
Civil Asset Forfeiture
This legislative session, the Governor and
state Legislature protected individual personal
property rights by ensuring an individual cannot
permanently lose their property without a
criminal conviction first. If property is seized, the
policy requires a process for belongings to be
returned to innocent individuals. The bipartisan
policy ensures there is still an avenue for law
enforcement officials to seize property if there is
evidence of a crime or the property is illegal to
possess.
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Wildfire Mitigation Program
Governor Ducey signed the Wildfire Mitigation
Program, a key part of the Healthy Forest Initiative.
This program expands on a long-standing
partnership between the Arizona Department of
Forestry and Fire Management and the Arizona
Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation, and
Reentry to utilize inmate work crews to conduct
hazardous vegetation removal and clear the
forest floor of harmful debris. 
On top of that,
our initiative aims to reduce recidivism by giving
state inmates the opportunity to learn job skills
for employment upon release.
In March, Governor Ducey had the pleasure of
meeting with Krista Countryman, who is a great
example of what this bill represents. Krista found
redemption and a new life in joining Perryville’s
inmate fire crew. It put her on a path to provide
for her daughter and herself once she served her
sentence. Krista is one of many stories of former
inmates in Arizona who have had their lives
transformed by this service.
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TOURISM
Visit Arizona

Heritage Fund

Tourism is essential for Arizona’s booming
economy and job growth. As it did globally, the
tourism industry in Arizona endured losses in
visitation, visitor spending, tourism tax revenue and
employment during the COVID-19 pandemic. To
overcome these losses and reenergize Arizona’s
tourism sector, the Governor announced $101.1
million in funding for the Visit Arizona Initiative, a
bold program designed to increase visitation and
tourism spending in Arizona, bolster job creation
and accelerate economic recovery.

Arizona’s state parks, trails and open spaces are
a major draw for our tourism economy. Restoring
$10 million to the Heritage Fund will provide
funding for: outdoor recreation and open space
development, restoration or renovation; historic
preservation projects; improving non-motorized
trails; and outdoor and environmental education.
Arizona Trail

The Arizona Trail stretches 800 miles across the
entire length of the state to connect
deserts, mountains, forests, canyons, wilderness,
Special Event Promotion
history, communities and people. $250,000 of
Along with the Visit Arizona initiative, Governor funding was added to maintain the trail and to
Ducey secured $7.5 million per year for four years ensure the trail is in a safe and usable condition
in the Major Events Fund to support planning and during Arizona’s fire season.
operations of the bid process for major events,
and to provide grants to local organizations for
the operating costs of these events.
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ECONOMY
Historic Tax Reform
Under Governor Ducey’s leadership, Arizona has turned a billion dollar deficit into a billion dollar
surplus. We’ve paid off debt from the recession. We’ve saved a billion dollars in the state’s Rainy Day
Fund. Hundreds of companies are moving or expanding here, and these companies are bringing
high-paying jobs. In other words: Arizona’s economy is booming. With the state taking in record
tax revenue, it’s Governor Ducey’s belief that we should be giving money back to hard-working
Arizonans. And that’s exactly what he and the state Legislature did this legislative session. This year,
Arizona passed the largest income tax cut in state history by lowering taxes for every single Arizonan.
The comprehensive tax plan keeps Arizona competitive while returning hard-earned money to
families and businesses. The plan, phased in over the next three years, will lower the income tax to
a flat rate of 2.5%—the lowest flat tax in the nation—and caps the top tax rate at 4.5%. Across all tax
proposals enacted this year, including income tax reforms, property tax reforms and implementing
a new small business alternate tax, the changes represent approximately $1.9 billion in savings for
taxpayers.
THE TOTAL TAX PACKAGE INCLUDES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A flat, 2.50% single income tax rate over the next three years - saving the average taxpayer over
$300
A tax rate cap of 4.50% - the same top rate taxpayers have faced in Arizona for years, meaning
for our wealthiest taxpayers this reform keeps their taxes where they were last year (no lower and
no 77% increase)
A new small business alternate tax - ensures Arizona small businesses are protected from any
possible individual income tax increases going forward
A full exemption for our veterans pension payments, reduced business and homeowner property
tax rates, an affordable housing tax credit, and more - the changes we made this year touch
every aspect of the tax code
An Affordable Housing Tax Credit at 50% of the amount of the Federal credit awarded to a
qualifying project. This credit is capped at $4 million a year for a total of $160 million over the life
of the program
Indexes the optional subtraction for charitable contributions to inflation, increasing it over time to
all of a taxpayer’s giving, even if they take the standard deduction
Increases the Homeowner’s Rebate so the state covers 50% of a homeowner’s primary property
tax, saving the average homeowner about 15% in total off their property taxes
Reduces business property taxes by over 10%, on average, by reducing the commercial assessment
ratio from 18% to 16% of property value over four years
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Return to Work Program

Tribal-State Gaming Compact Amendment

In order to support Arizonans getting back
to work, the state is offering one-time “Back
to Work” bonuses of $2,000 to encourage
individuals to rejoin the workforce. In addition,
the program includes three months of child care
assistance for individuals with children returning
to the workforce, as well as opportunities to
receive community college scholarships and GED
test prep and exam fee waivers for those without
a high school diploma. Rental assistance is also
available for individuals eligible for the program.
These programs are designed to incentivize work
and help our businesses—large and small—looking
to build back a robust workforce.

After a multi-year negotiation, Governor Ducey
and 18 tribal nations signed a modernized
gaming compact amendment ahead of the 2023
expiration. This historic legislation extends the
compact for the next 20 years. The amended
compact also authorizes event wagering,
including sports betting, fantasy sports, keno and
mobile lottery, and it allows for expanded gaming
facilities in limited capacity, off reservations.
Across Arizona, gaming generates millions in tax
revenue for state and local governments, which
provides K-12 funding, helps protect Arizona’s
land by funding wildlife and habitat conservation,
and helps fund mental health and substance
abuse treatment centers.
As of last December, there has been nearly $1.5
billion in total tribal contributions to the state,
counties, cities and towns since the original
compacts were signed. On top of that, gaming
facilities provide tribes with funding sources
that ensure self-sufficiency by supporting tribal
education, health care, housing and other basic
services.
This compact amendment and its associated
legislation continues and builds on the successes
that the tribal-state partnership on gaming
has provided for decades—and it does so by
maintaining a limited, well-regulated gaming
culture in Arizona.
`
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ECONOMY
To-Go Cocktails

Business Attraction

The COVID-19 pandemic hit the service and
hospitality industry especially hard. This session,
the innovative solutions that were utilized during
the pandemic were codified into permanent law,
allowing specific liquor license types, including
bars, restaurants and liquor stores, to sell cocktails
to go.

This legislative session, the Governor championed
policies and made targeted investments to ensure
Arizona remains competitive when attracting
new businesses to the state. The key initiatives
include:

Business Liability Reform

•
•

$55 million investment toward the Competes
Fund to recruit and attract the top businesses
from around the country
$5 million toward an applied research and
development grant program for blockchain
and wearable technology. Key partners include
universities and private sector businesses.
Extended the Qualified Facilities Tax Credit that
promotes the expansion of manufacturing
facilities in Arizona. The legislation also
modifies eligibility requirements to ensure
that all suppliers, manufacturers and any
headquarter operation qualify for the credit.
Allows the Arizona Commerce Authority to
approve up to $125 million in eligible Qualified
Facilities Tax credits per calendar year.

Businesses and organizations should not be
burdened by excessive government regulations.
Legislation passed this year protects businesses
that are acting in good faith from frivolous lawsuits •
during a public health pandemic. Specifically,
the legislation ensures that any person acting in
good faith during a public health emergency is
not liable for civil damages unless proven by clear
and convincing evidence of gross negligence
or wilful misconduct. This new law applies to all •
health care professionals, businesses, schools,
nonprofits, governments, religious institutions
and property owners.
Modifications to the UI Trust Fund

This past year was so tough on Arizonans,
and Governor Ducey wanted to ensure that
Arizona’s social safety net stretched far enough
to cover everyone. Part of that social safety
net is unemployment insurance. This legislative
session, Arizona made much-needed reforms to
unemployment insurance; beginning July 1, 2022,
weekly benefits will increase from $240 to $320.
In addition to policy changes, the Governor
deposited $759 million of American Rescue Plan
dollars in the Unemployment Insurance Trust
Fund. This significant investment is in addition to
a deposit of $62 million from the state General
Fund. These combined investments further
protect Arizona’s job creators from a tax increase
while ensuring resources are there for those who
need them.
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HONORING OUR VETERANS
Pensions Exemption

Mohave County Veteran Home

Part of the broader tax reform we accomplished
this year was a full exemption for our veterans’
pension payments. Payments are exempt for the
full amount of benefits, annuities, and pensions
received by military retirees, retroactive to
January 1, 2021. This change will save veterans an
average of $650 every year.

Arizona State Veteran Homes serve the long-term
care and rehabilitative needs of our veterans,
providing nursing, therapeutic recreation and
social services to those who have served our
nation. The Governor and state Legislature
approved $25 million to construct and establish a
State Veteran Home in Mohave County.

Increased Benefits Counselors

Expanded Eligibility for Military Family Relief
Fund (MFRF)

Veterans Benefits Counselors are integral to
ensuring the health and wellness of our veterans.
They provide information and assistance to
veterans, their dependents and survivors in
matters pertaining to federal and state benefits
earned by their service. This year, an additional
$774,000 was appropriated for 12 additional
Veteran Benefits Counselors.
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The MFRF provides financial assistance to families
of currently-deployed service members and
military and veteran families that are experiencing
financial hardship caused by military service. This
year, the Governor and state Legislature signed
into law an expansion of eligibility for this fund.
Now, a service member of an applying family who
has established residency in Arizona is eligible
for this fund as long as they can provide proof
of continuous physical presence in this state
for at least twelve months before submitting an
application.
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INFRASTRUCTURE
Record Infrastructure Investments

Expanding Access to Broadband

The FY 2022 budget makes historic investments
in infrastructure spending—over $550 million in
funding was allocated toward roads and bridges
across the state in 2021.

Access to high-speed internet has become even
more important over this last year—it’s essential
for economic growth, health care, education
and more. This year, the Governor made
critical investments in building out broadband
Highlights include:
infrastructure along major interstate highways,
connecting Phoenix and Flagstaff through the I-17
• $230 million from new state and federal and an important route from Tucson to Nogales
funding
along I-19. In addition, the Governor allocated
• Continued expansion of the I-10
$100 million to a grant program for projects in
• Completing the I-17 expansion project
underserved communities. Lastly, the Governor
•	
Pavement preservation for 600 highway and state Legislature issued policy changes to
lane miles
give the private sector opportunities to establish
• $321 million in this year’s budget
cost-effective routes for our rural communities.
•	$174 million to rebuild roads with poor or
fair ratings outside of Maricopa and Pima Drought Mitigation Fund
counties.
		 •	
$46.7 million to go to repaving a This year’s budget continues the Governor’s
portion of State Route 95 in Mohave commitment to protecting our valuable water
County.
resources. The budget deposits $200 million
•	
$147 million for 11 projects and airport into the Drought Mitigation Fund to fund eligible
improvements throughout Arizona. A few water projects. All fund requests will be approved
key projects include:
by the newly-created Drought Mitigation Board
		 •	
$50 million to continue widening and must meet the following requirements:
Interstate 10 between Phoenix and
Tucson
• Grants to the State Land Department to
		 •	
$25 million investment toward
ensure best use of water resources on state
constructing an overpass at State
land
Route 347 and Riggs Road in Pinal • Grants to facilitate forbearance of water
County to reduce crashes in this
deliveries that would help avoid cuts to
area
Colorado River supplies
		 •	$140,000 to study safety issues and • Loans for the planning, designing, constructing
potential improvements to State
or financing of water supply development
Route 377 in Navajo County
projects to import water from outside Arizona
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ELECTION INTEGRITY

•

Arizona has strong election laws that make it easy to vote and hard to cheat. This legislative session,
the Governor’s Office and the state Legislature worked to build on Arizona’s strong election system
and bolster public confidence in the security and integrity of our elections. We enacted legislation
that:
•

•
•

•
•

•
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Bans the use of private grant monies for
administration of elections operations, to
prevent private parties from having influence
over our elections.
Requires a party affiliation to be hidden
from public view on all mail-in ballot return
envelopes.
Requires county elections officers to make a
reasonable attempt to contact and notify an
elector of a missing signature on a returned
early ballot.
Makes various technical changes to maintain
smooth and streamlined running of elections
at the municipal, state, and federal levels.
Requires ballot propositions to notify petition
signers and voters that ballot propositions
cannot be altered, unless voted on by majority
of the state Legislature in both chambers,
making it very difficult to improve or alter in
future legislative sessions.
Requires ballot preparers to state the following
clear instructions on all vote by mail ballots:
“If the addressee does not reside at this
address, mark the unopened envelope ‘return
to sender’ and deposit it in the U.S. mail.”
Requires, rather than allows, election officers
(county and state) to use death records to
remove voters from voter registration lists.

•

•

•
•

•

•

Ensures ballots that demonstrate an overvote
in a given section of the ballot will not be
tallied as votes for any candidate for the given
office.
Makes various changes to requirements for
registered circulators for recall petitions and
campaigns against elected officials. Also
standardizes the petition forms to be used for
recall campaigns.
Requires that any voting machines will be
secured and properly stored to prevent
unauthorized tampering.
Requires proponents and opponents of ballot
propositions to identify themselves when
they submit arguments for and against the
proposition for the informational pamphlet.
Makes null and void any arguments submitted
without proper sworn affidavit, contact
information and identification.
Prevents moving the state’s online voter
registration system to the office of the
Arizona Secretary of State, rather than the
current shared system that allows people to
register to vote when changing their driver’s
license, with the Arizona Department of
Transportation.
Prevents any political officer from changing a
predetermined filing date, deadline, submittal
date or any other election related date.

•

•
•

•

Renames the “permanent early voting list” to
the “active early voting list.” (AEVL) If a voter
chooses to not utilize an early ballot for two
consecutive election cycles, the county
recorder is required to remove the voter
from the active early voting list and the voter
will no longer be sent an early ballot by mail
automatically. The county recorder is required
to alert each voter who is removed under this
provision, informing the voters that if they
wish to remain on the active early voting list,
the voter must confirm that in writing, sign the
notice, and return the completed notice within
90 days.
Requires that Political Action Committees
that make political advertisements and
independent expenditures disclose the
aggregate percentage of which their money
comes from out of state contributors. Requires
that this be posted on all advertisements and
is easily readable.
Requires poll workers to provide a privacy
folder for all voters who vote at a given precinct
or voting center, for ballot privacy.
Authorizes municipalities to train their own
employees who work on elections, if the
training is authorized by the Arizona Secretary
of State’s office.
Enacts a ban on mailing out early ballots
without a request coming from the voter
themselves, with the exception of a voter who
is on the AEVL or someone who has requested
a one-time early ballot. Election officers who
knowingly violate this are committing a class 5
felony.
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Border Security
This year, Governor Ducey and 19 other
governors called on the federal administration
to end the worst border crisis in over two
decades. The federal government failed to act,
so Governor Ducey took action to protect our
border communities and Arizonans across the
entire state. The Governor deployed the Arizona
National Guard to the border and worked with the
state Legislature to provide up to $25 million to
support this effort. Together, the Arizona National
Guard, local law enforcement agencies and the
Border Strike Force have worked tirelessly to
keep our communities safe.
Body Cameras

Salary Increases for DCS Caseworkers, DPS,
Corrections, and Juvenile Corrections
Over the last year, public safety professionals
have had an increasingly important and
dangerous profession. During the pandemic,
these professionals were not able to work from
home, and the profession faced a growing
number of early retirements due to long hours
and increased risk. Under this year’s budget, the
brave men and women serving in these roles
are receiving a well-deserved pay increase to
compensate them for their relentless dedication
to public safety in Arizona:
•

$23.5 million to the Arizona Department of
Public Safety for a 10% raise for troopers and
civilians
$30.7 million to the Arizona Department of
Corrections, Rehabilitation, and Reentry for
5% officer raises + $2k sergeant increase
$1.5 million to the Arizona Department of
Juvenile Corrections for a 5% officer raise
$5.4 million to the Arizona Department of
Child Safety for caseworkers raises

Prior to this legislative session, the Arizona
Department of Public Safety (DPS) was one of
the only law enforcement agencies in the state
without agency-wide body cameras. This session,
the Governor and state Legislature invested
in 2,400 body cameras for all sworn Arizona
Department of Public Safety troopers, continuing
the Governor’s commitment to supporting police
officers and protecting public safety.

•

Protecting Second Amendment Rights

The Governor and public safety officials have
heard from Arizonans directly on issues concerning
their families and communities. Throughout
these conversations, a need for increased and
diversified recruitment techniques was routinely
discussed. Over $400,000 dollars in funding
was dedicated for overtime and recruitment
that will allow the Arizona Department of Public
Safety to increase recruitment efforts to better
represent the diverse population of this state.
DPS is working to recruit the most professional
workforce through increased efforts and tactics
in recruiting. In addition to recruitment efforts,
$6.6 million was allocated toward overtime
payments to troopers and civilians.

This legislative session, Arizona codified important
Second Amendment protections into state law.
The legislation ensures that businesses selling
firearms and ammunition are deemed essential
businesses in any future state of emergency.
Additional legislation safeguards Arizonans’
constitutional right to bear arms by disallowing
the use of any state resources from enforcing
any federal law that contradicts the Second
Amendment, and by codifying federal protections
against frivolous lawsuits being brought against
gun manufacturers for criminal misuse of firearms.

24

•
•

DPS Overtime and Recruitment Funding
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PUBLIC SAFETY
Communications Systems Funding
Officer safety and response time both depend
on effective communication. In this budget,
Governor Ducey invested $1.5 million in important
infrastructure to bolster communication measures
which can save lives of both the public and first
responders.
Active Shooter Equipment

Firefighter Cancer Presumption and
Municipal Reimbursement Fund
This legislative session, the Governor signed
legislation to further protect Arizona’s firefighters
and fire investigators. These bills expand workers’
compensation for diseases presumed to be a
result of their job demands and to establish the
Municipal Firefighter Cancer Reimbursement
Fund at the Industrial Commission of Arizona
(ICA). These changes ensure that more firefighters
are eligible for worker’s compensation and can
spend more time focusing on their health and
family. It will also ensure that municipalities set
aside adequate funding-under the oversight of
the ICA-in order to properly pay out these claims.

Unfortunately, active shooter incidents have
been on the rise throughout the nation. Law
enforcement and first responders respond
to these tragedies, and they need effective
equipment to protect the public and themselves
as they enter active scenes. This $2.9 million
investment in active shooter response equipment Justice for Victims of Child Sexual Abuse
will ensure the responding troopers have
equipment with them to decrease response time In 2019, Governor Ducey created the Justice
and increase officer safety at the scene.
for Victims of Child Sexual Abuse Task Force
and tasked them to examine a broad range of
New Training and Wellness Center
concerns and opportunities aimed at enhancing
the protection of victims of child sexual abuse
Law enforcement and first responders respond and trafficking. This year, Governor Ducey
to traumatic calls for assistance every day. signed legislation which contained several
Arizonans rely on troopers to help in times of recommendations made by the Task Force to
need and to carry these significant events with create and strengthen Arizona’s laws to better
them even after the call ends. The Governor protect our youth. This bill was two years in the
and state Legislature agreed to invest over $3 making and does the following: amends the law
million for a training and wellness facility, which to protect children, expanding the definition of
will provide troopers with job training and mental “position of trust”; limits the ability of a pro se
and physical health resources.
litigant to question a child witness; requires
children in foster care over the age of eight to
receive age-appropriate information about how
to protect themselves from sexual abuse; and
requires the Arizona State Board of Education
to adopt best practices on social media and
cell phone use between school personnel and
students.
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Early Literacy

EDUCATION
Education Spending Facts
•
•
•

Total FY 2022 K-12 education spending accounts for 49% of this year’s budget
Over $6.3 billion invested into K-12 education
$371.1 million in new K-12 initiatives, above and beyond inflation
•	$51.9 million in gifted education and special education funding
•	$10 million for transportation solution grants
• $65 million to reduce the K-12 rollover
•	$67.8 million to restore Charter and District Additional Assistance
•	$152 million for school district capital needs
•	$5 million to extend CTED programming to four years per student.

School Facilities Funding

Protecting School Choice

After a year as tough as last, Governor Ducey
wants parents to have all resources available
to make the right education decisions for their
kids. This year, Governor Ducey signed into
law a package of school choice reforms that
ensure Arizona students have better access to
schools that meet their unique learning needs.
One initiative modifies Arizona’s open enrollment
policies to standardize the process across the
In order to fund the increased costs of state, and launches a public awareness effort to
constructing new schools, the budget includes ensure that public schools are truly open to all
$89.4 million in funding to support an increased students.
cost per square foot of 60 percent.
Transportation can be a limiting factor when
parents are selecting a school for their child, but
this should not be a barrier to receiving a better
education. The Governor and state Legislature
invested $10 million in grants—to be matched
by federal investments—to support innovative
transportation solutions at public schools, such
as grants for neighborhood carpools.
This year’s budget includes $16.5 million to
accelerate the construction of a new high
school for the Yuma Union High School District
in Somerton. It also includes an additional $16.5
million in the following fiscal year, for a total of
$33 million. This new school will allow the growing
district to ensure Somerton students do not have
to travel all the way across town to get to school.
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Lastly, the state Legislature made important
improvements to the Empowerment Scholarship
Account program to ensure low-income students
are not forced to attend a failing school before
becoming eligible to use an ESA.

This year, the Governor proposed a bold $6.9
million dollar early literacy agenda to target and
improve third grade literacy and beyond. This
comprehensive plan includes several initiatives
with a proven track record for success. The
policy requires all certified elementary teachers
to gain an early literacy endorsement by 2025 to
ensure they are effectively teaching foundational
reading skills. The plan also directs the Arizona
State Board of Education to adopt a statewide
kindergarten entry evaluation tool to monitor
the progress of K-3 students and requires timely
parental notification if a student is falling behind.
In conjunction with this legislation, Governor
Ducey has allocated federal dollars to ensure
schools have resources to screen students for
dyslexia.
Expanding Opportunities for Community
College Students

Increases to Community College and
University Funding
Arizona’s community colleges and universities
provide an unparalleled education experience,
and they have adapted to rapidly-changing
circumstances over the past year. This year’s
budget allocates significant resources to
Arizona’s higher education institutions. Below is a
breakdown of key investments:
•
•
•
•
•
•

$68.6 million toward ongoing operating
expenses
$28 million for rural community college
financial aid
$13 million toward expanding STEM
opportunities in Maricopa and Pima counties
$7.5 million for the Arizona Promise Scholarship
$4 million to the University of Arizona School
of Mining
$4 million to the three state universities for
the UA Center for the Philosophy of Freedom,
ASU School of Civic and Economic Thought
and Leadership, ASU Political History and
Leadership School, and NAU Economic
Philosophy Institute
$3.5 million for the University of Arizona wind
tunnel

As Arizona continues to prioritize getting back
to work, community colleges play a vital role in
helping reskill the workforce. Legislation enacted
this year will allow community colleges to offer •
four-year degrees in high-need areas, which will
expand opportunities for students while serving
to better prepare Arizona’s workforce. Arizona Prohibiting Critical Race Theory
joins 23 other states in offering four-year degrees
This year, the Governor and the state Legislature
at community colleges.
worked together to enact policies that recognize
parents are in the driver’s seat when it comes to
their child’s education. Governor Ducey signed
legislation which prohibits Critical Race Theory in
our public schools, making sure students cannot
be taught that one race, ethnic group or sex is
in any way superior to another, or that anyone
should be discriminated against on the basis of
these characteristics. The law allows a fine of up
to $5,000 for schools that violate the law. Arizona
will continue to be leaders on civics education
and teaching kids important lessons about our
nation’s history.
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EDUCATION
Changes to Sex Education Curriculum
Governor Ducey signed legislation which provides
parents with an opportunity to participate in,
review and provide input on any proposed sex
education course of study before it is adopted.
This legislation also prohibits sex education from
occurring in kindergarten through fourth grades.
In addition, this bill requires schools to provide
parents the opportunity to opt their children into
any instruction, learning materials or presentations
related to sexuality. Under previous law, parents
were only able to opt out of this instruction.

Prohibition on Mask and Vaccine
Requirements
Our kids need to be safe when they learn in
their classrooms, and Governor Ducey has
taken action to protect them. In December, he
prioritized teachers as among the first Arizonans
to be eligible for the vaccine. He and the Arizona
Department of Health Services also strongly
encouraged mask-wearing for teachers, staff,
and students that are unvaccinated. With that
in mind, wearing a mask and getting a vaccine
are matters of personal responsibility—not
government overreach. School districts and local
governments should not be able to mandate
masks in their schools.

The bill ensures that teaching age-appropriate
child abuse prevention is not considered sex
education and can be taught without these
restrictions. A separate provision enacted as Under a new law signed by Governor Ducey,
part of the budget further strengthens these K-12 schools and public institutions of higher
protections.
education in Arizona may not require students or
staff to be vaccinated to participate in in-person
Requiring Holocaust Education
instruction.
This legislative session, the Governor signed
legislation to ensure the next generation of
Arizonans learns about the horrors of the
Holocaust and the more than six million lives lost
at the hands of evil. The new policy requires that
all Arizona students receive education on the
Holocaust and other genocides during their K-12
education at least twice between seventh and
twelfth grade.
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Arizona law also makes it clear that wearing a
face covering at school is an individual choice—
not a mandate. These rights are also extended to
all public colleges and universities in the state as
well, ensuring that health and education freedom
are both upheld in Arizona.
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GOOD GOVERNMENT
The 2021 legislative session was a historic year for Arizona. The Governor and state Legislature
implemented the most significant tax reform in Arizona history, establishing a 2.5% flat tax, while
paying off nearly 90% of the state’s General Fund debt. Specifically, the budget invests $972.1 million
to pay off General Fund obligations-freeing up over $187 million in spending capacity for future
years-and $1 billion to pay down the state’s pension debt.

Building Consolidation and Renovations
•

•

$1.9 billion in historic debt payments include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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$65 million to reduce the K-12 rollover
$269.5 million to payoff lottery bonds
$65.8 million to payoff the Arizona Department of Corrections, Rehabilitation and Reentry,
Kingman facility
$171 million to payoff the School Facilities Board debt
$470 million to payoff the recession-era operating debt
$500 million to pay down the Corrections Officer Retirement Plan
$500 million to pay down the Public Safety Personnel Retirement Plan
*the $1 billion investment into the state’s retirement systems will result in an estimated savings
to the state of $109 million in FY2023, with the cumulative savings projected to be nearly $2B

•
•

Appropriated $2.8M to demolish 1601 West
Jefferson and 1645 West Jefferson and
convert physical plant for service to 1535
West Jefferson
Increased remote work has allowed the
state to reduce office space square footage,
leading to initial projected savings of over
$2.3 million in Fiscal Year 2022. Future savings
will be realized as more state agencies realize
the efficiencies of remote work.
Appropriated $6.2M in building renewal
funding
Appropriated $11.5M from the General Fund
to repair, restore and renovate the historic
State Capitol Building

Increase to Cities and Towns Shared Revenue
As part of the income tax reform, the state
Legislature and Governor made significant
updates to the Urban Revenue Sharing agreement
with cities and towns. Beginning in FY 2024,
the revenue distribution to incorporated cities
and towns will increase to 18% of the amount
individual and corporate state income taxes. This
is a 3% increase from current distribution levels.
These dollars will be distributed on a monthly
basis and can be used for municipal services.

Changes to Public Health Emergency
Procedures
Arizona took a measured, effective approach
to overcoming the public health crisis caused
by COVID-19. While other states maintained
never-ending lockdowns, established draconian
mask mandates, and allowed schools and public
entities to require vaccines, Governor Ducey
made it clear that there are limits to government
interventions. To ensure this leadership continues
with future administrations, Governor Ducey
and the state Legislature enacted permanent
policies to ensure public health emergencies
will be managed with appropriate input from the
legislature. Local governments will be prohibited
from instituting unnecessarily burdensome
mitigation measures against schools and private
businesses, and the Arizona Department of Health
Services will be able to more easily access critical
data from hospitals and healthcare providers.
Protecting Condominium Residents from a
Hostile Takeover
Governor Ducey also signed a law which protects
condominium owners and members of HOAs
from investor takeovers. Currently, an HOA can
be terminated and the remaining units can be
sold if 80% of the HOA members/condo owners
agree to sell. This change requires 100% of HOA
members/condo owners to agree to terminate
the HOA and sell the units.
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