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Containing the Spread of COVID-19
Continuing Arizona Mitigation Efforts

WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 26-303 and 36-787, a declaration of Public
Health State of Emergency was issued due to the necessity to prepare for, prevent, respond to, and
mitigate the spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, on March 30, 2020, the Director of the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS),
based on an epidemiological assessment of Arizona specific data and in alignment with the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance, recommended the State implement enhanced mitigation
strategies which are continuing; and

WHEREAS, on May 12, 2020, Executive Order 2020-36, Stay Healthy, Return Smarter, Return Stronger,
was issued outlining requirements for businesses to assist in mitigating the spread of COVID-19 as they
reopened and mandated that businesses adopt policies consistent with guidance from the CDC and the
ADHS; and

WHEREAS, since that time, many individuals and businesses have demonstrated great responsibility in
taking precautions when out in public to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 while attending to their daily
activities and needs; and

WHEREAS, on or about June 12, 2020, a study was published that demonstrated the effectiveness of
face coverings in preventing the transmission of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, due to the availability of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and efforts taken to increase
capacity in our hospitals and intensive care units, Arizona continues to be prepared to face the potential
for an increase in patients needing treatment for COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, increased diagnostic and serology testing has accelerated in Arizona in partnership with
private labs and the universities; and

WHEREAS, as of June 17, 2020, there have been 40,924 diagnosed cases of COVID-19 in Arizona
including 1,239 deaths, and the State is seeing an increase in the number of cases and hospitalizations;

and

WHEREAS, the local health departments have the primary responsibility for ensuring case investigation
and contact tracing of communicable diseases within their jurisdiction to identify the cause of the
increased number of cases; and






